102.   SPEECH AT SANTINIKETAW

May 31, 1925

I do not ask you to give up your poetry, literature or music.
All I ask is that, side by side with these pursuits, you give half
.an hour every day to the charkha. No one has till now advanced
the excuse that he does not have even half an hour to spare. The
charkha will help us overcome our narrowness. Today a North
Indian visiting Bengal has to tell others that he is an Indian.
Bengalis living in other provinces regard themselves as foreigners.
Similarly, South Indians become foreigners as soon as they set
foot in North India. The charkha is the only device which makes
us all feel that we are children of the same land. We have so far
accomplished nothing. Let us accomplish some little thing at any
rate. Boycott of foreign cloth is something which all can equally
further, towards which all can contribute equally. Untouchabi-
lity hurts Hindus alone; the quarrels between the Hindus and
Muslims will also be over some time or other; but if there is
no khadi, the whole country will remain sunk in utter poverty. In
Central Africa they have a malady known as sleeping sickness.
When it strikes anyone, he becomes unconscious and, after lying
for months in a state of paralysis, dies at last. We also have a
kind of sleeping sickness here in our own country, and the sole
remedy for this sickness is the charkha.

[From Hindi]
Hindi Navajivan, 18-6-1925

3-6-1925.

1A brief report of this speech was also published in Amrity Bazar
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